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Dear families,  
 
I cannot believe the time has arrived for me to say goodbye…. not forever, just a short while so I can 
go and have a baby and enjoy being a mum! I will be leaving school on Friday 27th November and 
will be returning next year and I look forward to seeing you all in the playground next week to say 
goodbye.  
 
Your kind words of support and tips for what is about to come has been so touching, thank you for 
taking such an interest and for giving me so much reassurance, I am learning a lot from you as the 
experts and I look forward to putting your advice into practice.  
 
I am going to miss Canon Barnett dearly whilst I am on maternity leave, I have never had such a long 
break from the pupils and families. I will of course keep in touch with the school and visit when it is 
safe to do so, so you can meet the new arrival. 
 
In my absence I can assure you that I am leaving you in good hands! Rebekah will be the acting head 
teacher until I return and Nicola will be the acting deputy head teacher. Nafesha will be joining us 
full time and will become the Year 5 teacher from January 2021.  
 
We are also very fortunate that Sharon Taylor Sezgin, the headteacher at Chisenhale Primary school 
will be joining the team as a consultant headteacher. You may well remember Sharon from her time 
at Canon Barnett some years ago when she was the deputy headteacher. Sharon is also a school 
governor and knows the school well, she is really excited to join the team, please make sure you pop 
and say hello to her when you see her in the playground during drop off/pick up.  
 
I would like to say thank you again to all of you again in general for your support to the school, 
especially during the pandemic and responding to the changes we have put in place to ensure the 
school remains safe. We are so lucky at Canon Barnett to have such a good relationship with our 
families and a strong community spirit. I feel very fortunate to lead such a wonderful school.  
 
Stay safe and see you soon! 
 
Sarah Jane  
Headteacher  
 

 
 



United against bullying: Anti-bullying week 

This week the children have been focussing on anti bullying, activities have included: 

- having lessons about bullying, what it means, the impact it can have and how it can be 

stopped. 

- All classes have written anti bullying poems which will be displayed in school for all children 

to view 

- Rebekah is in the process of making an anti bullying video with the rights respecting 

ambassadors 

- Pupils have been nominated one another for acts of kindness 

- classes have contributed to a puzzle piece so we can make a whole school display on anti 

bullying.  

Here are some photographs of the week. There are more to view on the school website. 

   

  

We have spaces, spread the word! 

We are delighted to announce that we have space in our nursery and reception classes. If you have a 

child that is 3-5 years old then please get in touch with the school to find out how you can apply. If 

you would like a tour of the school this can be arranged and will be led by the headteacher. Please 

contact the school office on 020 72479023 or email admin@canonbarnett.towerhamlets.org.uk  

mailto:admin@canonbarnett.towerhamlets.org.uk


 

 

Key stage one  

Well done Years one and two for your hard work during your recent self isolation period, we are 
really looking forward to welcoming you back on Monday 23/11/20.  

 

RSE 

Last week we sent out a questionnaire to parents to get their views on the Relationships and Sex 
Education curriculum that was made statutory in September 2020. 

Please note that this is a consultation which means that we would like to hear parents' views 
because at Canon Barnett we really value them.  

This will be followed up with meetings with parents in the spring to share the content that we plan 
to teach in summer 2021.  

Please note that at Canon Barnett we have been teaching Personal, Social and Health Education for 
several years now, which we make sure is age appropriate so when you come to see us in spring to 
look at the material you will already be very familiar with it’s content if you have attended the 
‘changing me’ meetings previously. You will find that we have been teaching the content already in 
previous years so this isn’t something that is completely new for us. 

Please be assured that we plan to be open, transparent and clear with parents along this process and 
involve you. We are ensuring that time is given to any implementation of the curriculum and that it 
is never rushed so that we can take parents, pupils and staff's views on board.  

 



If you would like to discuss anything please do not hesitate to give me a call, I would be more than 
happy to chat to you.  

Covid - 19 Reminders   
 
 
Infection control hierarchy  
 

If your child develops Covid - 19 symptoms then you must not bring them to school. You will need to 
contact the NHS test and trace service.  Once you have received the results of the test then you must 
let the school know who will advise you on if and when you can return to school.  
 
Symptoms of Covid - 19  
 

● new persistent cough 
● high temperature 
● loss of taste/smell 

 
It is also that time of year that seasonal coughs and colds are common, as a school we are following 
strict guidance on when symptoms could be Covid - 19 related. Please note that some children may 
have a slight cough because of a cold or because they have asthma, this is not defined as a ‘new, 
persistent cough’. In school we are supporting pupils not to worry about slight coughs, if they have 
one or if they see someone cough and we continue to strictly follow the infection hierarchy (above) 
to minimise risk.  
 
start and finish times - please be on time  
Y5 and Y6 - 08:30 - 15:10 
Y3 and Y4 - 08:40 - 15:20  
Y1 and Y2 - 08:50 - 15:30 
Reception and FT Nursery - 08:50 - 15:30  
PT nursery: 08:50 - 11:45 
 
What should my child bring to school? 

- water bottle  
- PE kit  

1. Symptomatic people stay at home and access the NHS 
test and trace system.  

2. Cleaning hands more often than usual 
3. Using alcohol gel if handwashing facilities aren’t 

available 
4. Respiratory hygiene – Catch it, Bin it, Kill it 
5. Cleaning frequently touched surfaces and areas in the 

school 
6. Minimising contact and mixing as much as possible 

(parents please ensure you social distance in the school 
playground) 



- reading book  
 
Please ensure you wash your child’s school uniform regularly 
 
 
Certificates 
 

 
This week the value focus was Independance, well done to Samiha, Arib, Adyan, Ariana, Gabriela, 
Raiyan, Safwan, Sounily, Pronoy, Saffiyah, Ameen, Maryam, Tashfi, Ruwaid, Sarah and Keyaan who 
all received the certificate this week, we are all very proud of you! 
 
 
dates for your diary 
 
 
27th November - Sarah Jane’s last day to go on Maternity leave  
15th December - EY nativity - to be filmed and put on the school website  
18th December - End of term - school will close at 2pm 
4th January - School close for staff inset 
 
 
 
 


